Opening Remarks by Dr. Pansak Siriruchatapong
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

I am very honored and pleased to join you today at this Scenario Workshop on Converging Technologies to Combat Emerging Infectious Diseases (EIDs), which is being organized by the APEC Center for Technology Foresight and the National Electronics and Computer Technology Center (NECTEC).
As we all know, infectious diseases have always posed a serious threat to humanity.  The continued emergence and re-emergence of infectious diseases, such as SARS, H5N1 and other influenza viruses with pandemic potential, each of which remains a considerable challenge for the APEC region.  These infectious diseases have tragic human effects and also threaten economic growth, development and prosperity, as well as security and sustainability.  Even with the current advancement in medicine and vaccine development, it is to believe that infectious diseases may never be totally eradicated.  Hence, effective methods to control and prevent these emerging infectious diseases to become widespread are in need.  Currently, international efforts to manage the EIDs have been established.  Organizations such as the World Health Organization (WHO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) are coordinating to work towards a strategy for controlling the disease in animals while simultaneously preparing for a potential human pandemic.
By bringing science and technology to solve the problems of emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases would not only serve humanity, it would help to drive economic growth and security in the APEC economies.  Combing the best in technologies together (e.g., biotechnology, information technology, nanotechnology, materials science, telecommunication technology) – so called converging technologies – offer a growing range of approaches to help prevent and manage infectious diseases effectively.

With the above in mind, the APEC Center for Technology Foresight and NECTEC have been conducting a study which aims to explore the possibility of using emerging and converging technologies across disciplines that can help improve the prevention and management of infectious diseases that could emerge or re-emerge, in some cases with pandemic potential, in the future.  With the collaboration among participating APEC economies and other international organizations such as the WHO, the FAO and the OIE, the expected final results of this study are technology roadmaps that could provide directions for technology and application development programs that are applicable and affordable to all APEC economies.
This 3-day scenario workshop will provide a good opportunity for all of you to share views and exchange experience to create multiple scenarios of the future related to emerging infectious diseases.  These scenarios will provide mid-term to long-term views of the possible futures for policy makers and R&D experts in all APEC economies.  The resulting scenarios then will be used to create the technology roadmaps in the forthcoming meetings.  
I wish you have a fruitful discussion and very successful meeting during these 3 days.

Lastly, I wish our guests enjoy your visit here in Khaolak and take back warm memories of the “Land of Smiles” Thailand.

Thank you very much.

