BASS in Singapore 2010

This is a story of a Malaysian boy, Johan and A girl from Lao PDR – Si Rat Rat.  They attended BASS (Bordeless Asean Secondary School) Katong Branch in Singapore.  Both came from middle-class parents – fathers working in Singapore.  Johan and Si Rat Rat stay in Woodland and they have to commute to school by HMRTT (Hydrogen-powered Mass Rapid Transfer Train).

One day on the way to school, Johan and Si Rat Rat discussed a challenge they might face – the inevitability of separation because on January 1st 2010, Lao PDR break away from ASEAN due to its interest in merging with China who is ever ready to give economic support.  Si Rat Rat’s father lost his job due to this, and as citizens of Lao PDR they are no longer acceptable in the AJMA (Asean Job Market Agreement) – in a way, their contract automatically expired.  So the only choice is either to go back to Lao PDR or flee to China.  However Si Rat Rat wanted to stay and finish her studies in Singapore.  Johan suggested that she should go back first to Lao PDR and get her visa and scholarship done.  Her BASS Scholarship had been terminated so she is no longer eligible for the scholarship so she has to continue her education in Lao PDR, because the curriculum is similar in ASEAN countries.  Johan explains that they could still get in touch with each other through cyberspace.  Although transportation is good, immigration procedure is very strict since the break up – they have to get visa and application for approval usually takes time.  Finally they resolve the issue – there is no major impact arising from the breaking up of Lao PDR from ASEAN in terms of Si Rat Rat’s education.
