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· Deputy Prime Minister Suwit Khunkitti

· Ambassador of Canada

· Governor of Phuket

· Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to 4th APEC R&D Leaders Forum, on behalf of the Ministry of Science and Technology of Thailand.    

This meeting has been organised by National Science and Technology Development Agency of Thailand, with strong support from the 2 co-hosts of the APEC R&D Leaders Forum – The National Research Council of Canada and the Industrial Technology Research Institute of Chinese Taipei.

2/ This is the 4th meeting …

This is the 4th meeting of this valuable Forum.  The first 2 meetings were held in Chinese Taipei and the third was held in Canada.  At each meeting, the Forum aims to provide a major update and analysis of critical issues facing APEC’s R&D Leaders.  The first meeting established the Forum, in 1998, while the second addressed “Telecommunications - Trends and Opportunities”.   The third Forum in Canada was titled “Creating and Nurturing Technology-Based Spin-Offs and SMEs”.  Today’s Forum will address the important topic of “The Challenges for Research and Technology Organizations in the Knowledge-based Economy”.

The Forum is structured to provide opportunities to hear from distinguished experts in the topic and also, most importantly, for discussions where you are invited to share your own ideas and experiences. Key note speeches are offered by the leaders of the 3 organising institutions, followed by short invited speeches from Australia, China, Japan and Chinese Taipei.  In the ‘foresight session’, you will consider the key characteristics of the successful RTOs of the future, and you will use those insights in your discussions in the ‘break-out sessions’ on how to transform your organizations to operate more effectively in the knowledge-based economy.

3/ We are delighted that …

We are delighted that more than 130 delegates have traveled from all over the Asia-Pacific region to join this Forum. I suspect Phuket itself may have been a significant attraction, and I hope you will find some free time to enjoy the charms of this beautiful island!  

May I now invite the Deputy Prime Minister to declare the opening of this important Forum.
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